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Romans 4-6 

Justified By Faith 
20th Sunday After Pentecost 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Today we continue our sermon series on the book of Romans, 
in which St. Paul shares God’s amazing plan of salvation for all 
of humanity.  In chapters 4-6, Paul shares the Good News that, even though we are sinners, 
God sent His Son to save us from sin. We are justified by grace through faith! 
 

907  God Himself Is Present 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Gerhard Tersteegen, 1697–1769, abr.; tr. Frederick W. Foster, 1760–1835, alt.; tr. John Miller, 1756–90, alt. 
Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ INVOCATION + 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   1st John 1:8-9 
  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

OPENING SCRIPTURES                   Law & Gospel 
 

Pastor:  For we maintain that a man is justified by faith alone, 
People: Apart from works of the Law.         Romans 3:28 
 

Pastor:  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, 
People:  We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.      Romans 5:1 
 

Pastor:  God shows His love for us in this, while we were still sinners, 
People:  Christ died for us.                        Romans 5:8 
 

Pastor:  The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is… 
People:  Eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.             Romans 6:23 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

Pastor:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you.     
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal 
with us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                      Genesis 15:1-6 
(Abram is justified by faith.) 

   1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, 
I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what 
will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member 
of my household will be my heir.” 4And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This 
man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him 
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6And he believed the Lord, and 
he counted it to him as righteousness. 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.       
  

SPECIAL MUSIC  Celtic Laud                     St. Matthew Choir 
 

THE EPISTLE                                 Romans 5:1-11 
(We have been justified by faith.) 

 

    1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we 
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us. 
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 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For one 
will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would 
dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us. 9Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More than that, we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.   
  

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                              LSB 156 

 

 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                                    John 3:31-36 

(Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life.) 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd Chapter 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord.   
 

   31He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth 
and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. 32He bears 
witness to what he has seen and heard, yet no one receives his testimony. 33Whoever 
receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God is true. 34For he whom God has sent 
utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 35The Father loves the 
Son and has given all things into his hand. 36Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

566  By Grace I’m Saved sts. 1–3, 6 
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Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.  Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 
Text and tune: Public domain 

THE SERMON       
   

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.) 
 

THE OFFERTORY     781 We Give Thee But Thine Own sts. 1–2, 6 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97. Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89.   Text and tune: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, because of our sin and wickedness, we deserve your wrath 
and punishment. Thank you for having had mercy on us sinners, by sending 
Your Son Jesus to save us from our sins. Lord in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer 
 

Pastor: Gracious Savior, through Your precious blood we are cleansed of sin, help us to 
forgive others the same way You forgive us, Lord in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer 
 

Pastor: We pray for all those in need [especially _____],  Lord, in Your mercy,  
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS                                          LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 



 9 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI                                      LSB 163 
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THE DISTRIBUTION  
 
570  Just as I Am, without One Plea 

 

 

 
 

 

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



 11 

761  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 

 

 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740–78 
Tune: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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563  Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 
Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt.  Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord       LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
Pastor:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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837   Lift High the Cross sts. ref–4, 6 

 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt. 
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947    Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
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