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Tales From the Vineyard - Part 2 

The Two Sons 
A Tale of “Walking the Walk”  

 

AS WE GATHER 
Late in His ministry, Jesus tells a trilogy of tales about working in a vineyard. Jesus compares 
God’s Kingdom to a vineyard which is in need of faithful workers. Today’s tale, tells us about two 
sons, asked by their father to work in his vineyard.  One says the right thing, the other does the 
right thing.   
 
 

869   With the Lord Begin Your Task 
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+ INVOCATION + 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   1st John 1:8-9 
  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

OPENING SCRIPTURES             Working in God’s Vineyard 
 

Pastor: A man had two sons, and he told them, 
People: Go and work in my vineyard.         Matthew 21:28 
 

Pastor: All hard work brings a profit, 
People:  But mere talk leads only to poverty.             Proverbs 14:23 
 

Pastor: Commit your work to the Lord, 
People:  And your plans will be established.                  Proverbs 16:3 
 

Pastor: Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart. 
People:  You are working for the Lord, not for men.       Colossians 3:23 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  This is the Feast                     LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you.     
 

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You 
relying on anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live 
according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                      Proverbs 16:3-8 
(Commit your work to the Lord.) 

    3Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established.  4The Lord has 
made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble.  5Everyone 
who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the Lord; be assured, he will not go 
unpunished. 6By steadfast love and faithfulness iniquity is atoned for, and by the fear of 
the Lord one turns away from evil.  7When a man’s ways please the Lord, he makes 
even his enemies to be at peace with him.  8Better is a little with righteousness than 
great revenues with injustice. 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.       
  

THE PSALM                                     Psalm 27:1-4 
 

1The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
 whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
 of whom shall I be afraid? 
2When evildoers assail me 
 to eat up my flesh, 
my adversaries and foes, 
 it is they who stumble and fall. 
3Though an army encamp against me, 
 my heart shall not fear; 
though war arise against me, 
 yet I will be confident. 
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4One thing have I asked of the Lord, 
 that will I seek after: 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 
 all the days of my life, 
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 
 and to inquire in his temple. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 
THE EPISTLE                            Colossians 3:15-17, 23-24 

(We work for the Lord, not for people.) 
 

   1And in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him… 23Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
24knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are 
serving the Lord Christ. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.   
  

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                              LSB 156 

 

 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                                    Matthew 20:1-16 

(The Parable of the Two Sons.) 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st Chapter 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord.   
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    [Jesus said:] 28“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but 
afterward he changed his mind and went. 30And he went to the other son and said the 
same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his 
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32For John came to you in 
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your 
minds and believe him. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

   And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  
   Whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

And I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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789  Praise and Thanksgiving 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84. Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent.  Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 

Tune: Public domain 

THE SERMON       

   

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.) 
 

OFFERING HYMN   783 Take My Life and Let It Be sts. 1–3 

 

 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79. Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870. Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the people of God and for all people according to their needs.  
Father in heaven, we thank you for the many blessing you provide through the 
labor and work You have given us to do. Remind us that we are always working 
for You. Lord in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer 
 

Pastor: Lord of the Harvest, the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Give us 
Your Spirit, that we might be faithful workers in Your Kingdom. We ask that 
you would continue to supply faithful Pastors, DCE’s, Teachers, Missionaries 
and other Christian workers in Your harvest fields, Lord in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer 
 

Pastor: We pray for all those in need [especially _____],  Lord, in Your mercy,  
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS                                          LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 

Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 

do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI                                      LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
 
894   For the Fruits of His Creation 
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000 

Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
Tune: Public domain 

 

807  When Morning Gilds the Skies 

 

 

 
Text: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1828, Würzburg; tr. Robert S. Bridges, 1844–1930, alt. 
Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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738   Lord of All Hopefulness 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901–53 
Tune: Irish 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 

Tune: Public domain 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord       LSB 164 

 

 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
Pastor:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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826   Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2, 4): Daniel March, 1816–1909, alt.; (st. 3): unknown, alt. 
Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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