Freedom - Part 4

Living in Freedom
9th Sunday After Pentecost

AS WE GATHER

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free (Gal. 5:1)!” We
no longer want to live in the slavery of sin, but live as free
people. To do that we need the truth of God’s Word. Jesus
promises, “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free (John 8:32)!”

SPECIAL MUSIC Jesus is the Light & Jesus Loves Me Sunday School Students

+ INVOCATION +
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

OPENING SCRIPTURES

Living in Freedom

Pastor: If you continue in my Word, you will know the truth,
People: And the truth will set you free! John 8:32
Pastor: Do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature, rather,
People: Serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13
Pastor: Itis for freedom,
People: That Christ has set us free! Galatians 5:1
Pastor: If the Son sets you free,
People: You will be free indeed! John 8:36
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

HYMN OF PRAISE — This is the Feast LSB 155
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope,
and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have
commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:6-11

(God’s Word always accomplishes its purpose.)

®“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; “let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD,
that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
®For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the
LoRD. °For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. >“For as the rain and the snow come down
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from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, *'so shall my word be that
goes out from my mouth. but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and shall
succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE 2nd Timothy 2:11-16
(Become a person who rightly handles the Word of Truth.)

UThe saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
2if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us;
Bif we are faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself.

“Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about
words, which does no good, but only ruins the hearers. Do your best to present
yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly
handling the word of truth. '®But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into
more and more ungodliness.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
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THE HOLY GOSPEL John 8:32-36

(The truth will set you free.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

3150 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you
are truly my disciples, *2and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
33They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to
anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”

*Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who commits sin is a

slave to sin. *>The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.

3%S0 if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON
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Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638-83; (sts. 1-3): tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 1993
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590-1667 text and tune: Public domain

THE SERMON

THE OFFERING (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.)



THE OFFERTORY 785 We Praise You, O God sts. 1, 3 Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, You came to set us free. Give us You Spirit that we might be
disciples of Your Word and live in Your freedom, Lord in Your mercy,

A —— ‘ —— , [ People: Hear our prayer
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| We praise You, O God, our Re - deem - er, Cre - a - for: Pastor: We pray for all those in need [especially ], Lord, in Your mercy,
3 With voic - es u - nit - ed our prais - es we of - fer People: Hear our prayer.
S W S— S — - : . — Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your
& 1 Tt — H — mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
In grate - ful de - vo - tion our trib - ute we bring. People: Amen.
And glad - ly our songs of thanks - giv - ing we raise.
+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
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We lay it be - fore You, we  kneel and a - dore You; ]
With You, Lord, be - side wus, Your strong arm will guide us. Pastor: The Lord be with you.
A s ‘ . . People:  And also with you.
A — — —— N——1 1 —— A
RS S e ——— = Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
We bless Your ho - ly  name, glad prais - es we  sing. People:  We lift them to the Lord.
To You, our great Re - deem -er, for - ev - er be praise!
Text: Julia B, Cory, 1852-1963, . Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626, Haarlem
Text and tune: Public domain People: Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Pastor: Almighty God, help us to remember that You have given us this good land as
our heritage. Grant that we remember Your generosity and constantly do
Your will. Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, and an
honorable way of life. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from
pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of action. Lord in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. SANCTUS LSB 161
Pastor: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth Your almighty arm to strengthen and protect 0 | [ —— 1 —
. o . . | | | I | |
those who serve in the armed forces of our country. Support them in times of ! E — — }r/ | | ! |
war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil, giving them courage and Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:

loyalty. Lord in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer
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AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who *

Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have

comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread. world; have mer-cy onus.  Lamb of God, You take a-way the
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. |,Q e — : ! r_—r'_{_ i [ E— — n
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. F%BV—‘—‘—“ = - -

sin of the world; grant us peace.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE DISTRIBUTION

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 861 Christ Be My Leader
“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance i, —_— ] |
Of Me.” I "'Lnb Il) | | I } I | | | i | | | |

T I | | |
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] 1 Christbe my Lead-er by night as by day; Safe through the
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 2 Christbe my Teach-er in age as in youth, Drift - ing or

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 3 Christbe my Sav-ior in calm as in strife; Death can - not
testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.

|
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” | , ] 1 ——
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dark - ness, for He 1is the way. Glad -1y 1 fol - low, my
PAX DOMINI doubt-ing, for He is the truth. Grant me to trust Him; though

. hold me, for He is the life. Nor dark - ness nor doubt-ing nor
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Peop|e- Amen [ 9 b T T T T T 1 - T |
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fu - ture His care, Dark - ness is day - light when Je-sus is there.
shift-ing as sand, Doubt can-not daunt me; in Je-sus I stand.

sin and its stain Can touch my sal - va - tion: with Je-sus I reign.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024 Tune: Irish
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 Tune: Public domain
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580 The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace 979 God, Whose Almighty Word sts. 1-3
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2 It sets the Lamb  be - fore our eyes, Who made the a - 2 Lord, who once came o bring, On Your re -
3 It brings the Sav - ior’s righ-teous - ness To robe our 3 Spir - it of truth and love, Life - giv - ing,
4 It is the powr of God to save From sin and
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D) - . dark - ness heard And took their flight: Hear us, we
Son to save our race, Pro - claims how Je - sus deem - ing wing, Heal - ing and sight, Health to the
ton - ing sac - 1 - fice, And  calls the souls  with ho - ly dove, Speed forth Your flight; Move on the
souls in roy - al  dress; From all our guilt it
Sa - tan and the grave; It works the faith  which | 9 ; o 1 | i : f o ‘
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O ] ——— e 7 — r 7 H hum - bly pray, And  where  the Gos - pel day
sick in  mind, Sight to the in - ly blind:
lived and died That we mlght thus be jus - ti - fied. wa - ter’s face, Bega_r - lng the lamp 0}; grace,
guilt op-pressed To come and find e - ter - nal rest
brings re - lease = And gives the trou - bled con-science peace. o) ,
firm - ly clings To all  the trea - sures which it  brings. 5 | — — i I —
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5 It bears to all the tidings glad Sheds not its glo - rious ray, Let there be light!
. . Oh, now to hu - man-kind Let there be light!
And bids their hearts no more be sad; And in earth’s dark - est place Let there be light!
The weary, burdened SOU|S it cheers Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825 Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716-96  Text and tune: Public domain

And banishes their guilty fears.

6 May we in faith its message learn
Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess
And praise the Lord, our righteousness.

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim
Text and tune: Public domain
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE — Thank the Lord LSB 164
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward

People:

one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
Amen.
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829 Christ the Eternal Lord
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1 Christ the e - ter - nal Lord, Whose prom -ise here we claim,
2 Christ the un-chang-ing Word To ev - 'ry pass - ing age,
3 Christ the re-deem-ing Son, Who shares our hu - man birth,
4 Christ the un - fad - ing Light Of ev - er - last - ing day,
5 Christ the as-cend - ed King Ex - alt - ed high a - bove,
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Whose gifts of grace are free-ly poured On  all who name Your name;
Whose time-less teach-ings still are heard Set forth on Scrip-ture’s page;
And by His death sal - va-tion won For ev-’ry child of earth;
Our Mormn-ing Star in splen-dor bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;
Whosepraise un - end -ing a - ges sing, Whomyet un-seen we love;
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With thank-ful - ness and praise We stand be - fore Your throne,
Trans - form our thought and mind, En - light-en all who read,

In - spire our hearts, we pray, To tell Your love a - broad,
That light of truth You give To ser-vants as to friends,
When mor - tal life is  past Your voice from heav-en’s throne

In - tent to serve You all our days And make Your glo-ry known.
With - in  Your Word by faith to find The bread of life in - deed.
That all may hon - or Christto-day And fol - low Him as Lord.
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth’s brief jour-ney ends.

Shall call Your chil - drenhome at last To know as we are known.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93

Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353
Tune: Public domain
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