
  

Freedom  -  Part 2 
The Price of Freedom 
7th Sunday After Pentecost 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Freedom is never free!  Members of the armed forces 
have paid a great price so that our freedoms might be 
secure.  The price of eternal freedom is the blood of Jesus 
Christ, God’s one and only Son, shed for the forgiveness 
of all of our sins. 
 

+ INVOCATION + 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

OPENING SCRIPTURES       The Price of Freedom 
 
 

Pastor:   Blessed is the nation, 
People:  Whose God is the Lord.     Psalm 33:12 
 

Pastor:   Greater love has no one than this,   
People:  That He lay down His life for His friend.   John 15:13 
 

Pastor:   Jesus Christ laid down his life for us, 
People:  And we should lay down our lives for others.  1 John 3:16 
 

Pastor:   It is for freedom, 
People:  That Christ has set us free!     Galatians 5:1 
   

HONORING ACTIVE MEMBERS AND VETERANS OF OUR ARMED FORCES 
 

717  Eternal Father, Strong to Save    sts. 1–4 

1 Eternal Father, strong to save, Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep, Its own appointed limits keep: 
O hear us when we cry to Thee, For those in peril on the sea. 

WE RECOGNIZE ACTIVE MEMBERS AND VETERANS OF THE U.S. NAVY 
WE RECOGNIZE ACTIVE MEMBERS AND VETERANS OF  

THE U.S. COAST GUARD 2 

2 O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, O’er which our traffic runs amain 
By mountain pass or valley low; Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 
Protect them by Thy guarding hand, From ev’ry peril on the land. 

WE RECOGNIZE ACTIVE MEMBERS AND VETERANS OF THE U.S. ARMY 
WE RECOGNIZE ACTIVE MEMBERS AND VETERANS OF THE U.S. MARINES 

 

3 O Spirit, whom the Father sent, To spread abroad the firmament; 
O Wind of heaven, by Thy might, Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 
And keep them by Thy watchful care, From ev’ry peril in the air. 

WE RECOGNIZE ACTIVE MEMBERS AND VETERANS OF  
THE U.S. AIR FORCE 

 

4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, Our people shield in danger’s hour; 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee, Glad praise from air and land and sea. 

Text (sts. 1, 4): William Whiting, 1825–78, alt.   Text (sts. 1, 4): Public domain  Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 
no. 110001353 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 
 



3 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
HYMN OF PRAISE –  This is the Feast    LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                                 Exodus 14:10-14, 21-22 
(God saves His people through the blood of a lamb.) 

 

        3Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man 
shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if 
the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take 
according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make 
your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel 
shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
 7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the 
lintel of the houses in which they eat it...12For I will pass through the land of Egypt 
that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; 
and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall 
be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE EPISTLE        1st Peter 1:13-19 
(God saves His people through the blood of a Lamb.) 

 

            13Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your 
hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
14As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former 
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ignorance, 15but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 
16since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17And if you call on him as Father 
who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear 
throughout the time of your exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 
19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                          LSB 156 

 

 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                             John 15:12-17 
(The greatest love of all.) 

 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

          12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 
14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15No longer do I call you servants, 
for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may 
give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 
  

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
      

570  Just as I Am, without One Plea 
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5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown, Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871   Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68    Text and tune: Public domain 

THE SERMON 
 

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.) 
 

THE OFFERTORY  America the Beautiful                v. 1, 3 
 

1. O beautiful for spacious skies, For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties, Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood, From sea to shining sea! 
 

3. O beautiful for heroes proved, In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved, And mercy more than life! 
America! America! May God thy gold refine, 
Till all success be nobleness, And every gain divine! 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, help us to remember that You have given us this good land as 
our heritage. Grant that we remember Your generosity and constantly do 
Your will. Bless our land with honest industry, truthful education, and an 
honorable way of life. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion, from 
pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of action. Lord in your mercy,  

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Lord God of hosts, stretch forth Your almighty arm to strengthen and protect 
those who serve in the armed forces of our country. Support them in times of 
war, and in times of peace keep them from all evil, giving them courage and 
loyalty. Lord in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer 
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Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, it is for freedom that You have set us free.  We thank you 
for paying the ultimate price so that we may be set free from the bondage of 
death and receive Your gift of eternal life, Lord in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer 
 

Pastor: We pray for all those in need [especially _____],  Lord, in Your mercy,  
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:   It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS                                                                                                          LSB 161 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI                                                                                             LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
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619  Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.    Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353   Tune: Public domain 
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550  Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Twila Paris, 1958 
Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
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563  Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 
6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord   LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
                 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

        The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People:   Amen. 
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575  My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Tune: John Stainer, 1840–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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