
  

1st John - Chapter 3 
Children of God 

4th Sunday After Pentecost 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Today we give thanks and honor to our earthly fathers, 
for their service to the Lord on behalf of their family.  We 
also give thanks that, through baptism, God has called each one of us into His family, 
“What great love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God”  (1st John 3:1). 
 
 

809  Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

 
ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 
Text: Public domain 
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+ INVOCATION + 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

+ CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION+ 
Pastor:   The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
People:  Purifies us from all sin.     1st John 1:7 
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   1st John 1:8-9   

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
People: Most merciful God, I confess that I am by nature sinful and unclean. I have 

sinned against You in my thoughts, my words, and in my deeds, by my fault, 
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault.  I have sinned against You 
by what I have done and by what I have left undone. I have not loved You 
with my whole heart; I  have not loved my neighbor as myself.  For the sake 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. Forgive me, renew me, and lead 
me, so that I may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen.  

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

OPENING SCRIPTURES        Children of God 

Pastor:    See what kind of love the Father has given to us,     
People:   That we should be called children of God.  1st John 3:1 
 

Pastor:    To all who received Him and believed in His name, 
People:  He gave the right to become children of God.  John 1:12 
 

Pastor:   I will be a Father to you,  
People:  And you shall be my sons and daughters says the Lord. 2nd Cor. 6:18 
 

Pastor:   You are all sons of God through faith.      
People:  For all who were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  Galatians 3:26-27 
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HYMN OF PRAISE –  This is the Feast    LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep 
us aware of Your daily mercies that we may live secure and content in Your 
eternal love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                                  Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
     4“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And these 
words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9You 
shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 THE EPISTLE                                1st  John 3:1-3 

         1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 
of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall 
see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                         LSB 156 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                     John 8:12-16 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the  8th chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

     6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.  9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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725  Children of the Heavenly Father 

 

 

 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Tune: Lofsånger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden      Text: Public domain     Tune: Public domain 

THE SERMON  

+ INSTALLATION OF VBS LEADERS, TEACHERS & HELPERS + 

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.) 

THE OFFERTORY         588      Jesus Loves Me   sts. 1, ref, 2 
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820–1915, alt.  Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68    Text and tune: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. We give thanks to you Lord for Your steadfast love 
and mercy, great is Your faithfulness!  We ask that You would teach us to 
follow Your example, and lives our lives in faithfulness towards You and love 
towards one another, Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: For all fathers, that they may rejoice in their God-given responsibilities and 
lead their households in loving service under the headship of Christ, and that 
their children may receive their fatherly care and love with thankfulness; 
Lord, in your mercy, 

 People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: For all who are in any need, especially…Lord, in Your mercy,   
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
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Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:   It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was 
born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the 
dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy 
people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying:  

SANCTUS                                                                                                          LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                            LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
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789  Praise and Thanksgiving 

 

 

 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84 
Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent. 
Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
Tune: Public domain 

 

864  Shepherd of Tender Youth 
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Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170–c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821–90, alt. 
Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96  Text and tune: Public domain 

 

867  Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.; (st. 4): Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662   Text (sts. 1–3, 5) and tune: Public domain 
Text (st. 4) and tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord   LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,     
                 The love of God the Father, 

        And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.    (2nd Cor. 13:14) 
People:   Amen. 
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922  Go, My Children, with My Blessing    sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Welsh, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Tune: Public domain 
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