
  

1st John - Chapter 1 
The Blame Game 

2nd Sunday After Pentecost 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Today we begin a new sermon series on the small but powerful book of 1st John.  In 
1st John 1, the Apostle John reminds us that anyone who think they are sinless is lying 
to themselves.  But if we confess our sins, God is always ready and willing to forgive! 
 

915  Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt.    Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857    Text and tune: Public domain 
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+ INVOCATION + 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

+ CONFESSION+ 
Pastor:    Whoever conceals his sins will not prosper,     
People:   But whoever confesses his sins will obtain mercy. Proverbs 28:13 
 

Pastor:   I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”  
People:  And You forgave the iniquity of my sin.   Psalm 32:5 
 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   1st John 1:8-9 
  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
People: Most merciful God, I confess that I am by nature sinful and unclean. I have 

sinned against You in my thoughts, my words, and in my deeds, by my fault, 
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault.  I have sinned against You 
by what I have done and by what I have left undone. I have not loved You 
with my whole heart; I  have not loved my neighbor as myself.  For the sake 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. Forgive me, renew me, and lead 
me, so that I may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen.  

 

+ ABSOLUTION + 
Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 
 

Pastor:    As far as the East is from the West,      
People:   So far has God removed our transgressions from us.    Psalm 103:12 
 

Pastor:   I will forgive your wickedness, 
People:  And remember your sins no more.    Jeremiah 31:34 
 



3 

Pastor:   The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
People:  Purifies us from all sin.     1st John 1:7 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE –  This is the Feast    LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  O God, You have prepared for those who love You such good 
things as surpass our understanding. Cast out all sins and evil desires from us, 
and pour into our hearts Your Holy Spirit to guide us into all blessedness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                                   Genesis 4:2-10 
Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of 
time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also 
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard 
for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was 
very angry, and his face fell. 6The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has 
your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, 
sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 
 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up 
against his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel 
your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And the Lord 
said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the 
ground.  
 
Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM                 Psalm 32:1-5 

1Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
  whose sin is covered. 
2Blessèd is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, 
  and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

3For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
  through my groaning all day long. 
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4For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
  my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 

5I acknowledged my sin to you, 
 and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 
 and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the  
     beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
 

 THE EPISTLE                                1st  John 1:5-10 

        5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk 
in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 
us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                          LSB 156 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                     Luke 18:9-14 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 18th chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

        9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, 
but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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611  Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
Text: William McComb, 1793–1873, alt. 
Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 
Text and tune: Public doma 

THE SERMON  

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.) 
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THE OFFERTORY         781 We Give Thee But Thine Own  sts. 1–2 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97   Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89     Text and tune: Public domain 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, we give thanks to You that You mercifully forgive all our 
sins, for the sake of Christ Jesus our Lord, Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Gracious Savior, give us Your Holy Spirit, that we may forgive others the same 
way that You have forgiven us.   Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: For all who are in any need, especially…Lord, in Your mercy,   
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Pastor:   It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was 
born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the 
dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy 
people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying:  

SANCTUS                                                                                                          LSB 161 

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                             LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
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433  Glory Be to Jesus 

 

 
 

5 Oft as earth exulting 
    Wafts its praise on high, 
Angel hosts rejoicing 
    Make their glad reply. 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 
    Swell the mighty flood; 
Louder still and louder 
    Praise the precious blood! 

Text: Italian, c. 18th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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609  Jesus Sinners Doth Receive     sts. 1–5 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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610  Lord Jesus, Think on Me 

 

 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt.   Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord   LSB 164 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,     
                 The love of God the Father, 

        And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.    (2nd Cor. 13:14) 
People:   Amen. 
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744  Amazing Grace       sts. 1–5 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–4): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati     Text and tune: Public domain 
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