
  

Ascension Sunday  -  HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
The Grace of the Son 

AS WE GATHER 
Jesus ascended into heaven 40 days after His resurrection.  The 
ascension was witnessed by His disciples.  After the ascension, 
the angels promised, “This Jesus, who was taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven” (Acts 1:11). 
 

OPENING HYMN Crown Him With Many Crowns      LSB 525 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Matthew Bridges, 1800–94, alt.; (st. 4): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93       Text and tune: Public domain 

2 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

Leader:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Leader:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Leader:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

OPENING SCRIPTURES      The Ascension of Jesus Christ 
 

Pastor:   While Jesus was blessing them, He parted from them,     
People:  And was carried up into heaven.    Luke 24:51 
 

Pastor:   God has ascended with a shout! 
People:  The Lord with the sound of a trumpet!   Psalm 47:5 
 

Pastor:   God raised Christ from the dead, 
People:  And seated Him at His right hand.    Ephesians 1:20 
 

Pastor:  Far above every rule and authority, and above every name that is named  
People: In this age and in the age to come.    Ephesians 1:21 
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HYMN OF PRAISE –  This is the Feast    LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Leader:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and 
continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                                             Psalm 47:1-6 
1Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
2For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth. 
3He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet. 
4He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves.  
5God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
6Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

THE EPISTLE                Ephesians 1:15-23 

       15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in 
my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 
spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your 
hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in the one to come. 22And he put all things under his feet and gave 
him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 
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Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                         LSB 156 

 

 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                     Luke 24:44-53 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
       44Then [Jesus] said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and 
the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on 
the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 
witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon 
you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
       50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And 
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually 
in the temple blessing God. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead,   
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

477  Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven 
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Text (sts. 1, 3): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85; (st. 2): rev. The Jubilate Group    
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867    Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 
Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
 

THE SERMON  
 

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.) 
 

+ RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS + 

Dave & Jennifer Prewitt 
 

+ THE HOLY RITE OF CONFIRMATION + 

Jennifer Lynn Prewitt 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding, In all your 
ways acknowledge him,  and he will make straight your paths.     Proverbs 3:5-6 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. Risen and ascended King, we give thanks to you for 
Your Victory and Your Ascension into Heaven, where You intercede for us at 
the right hand of the Father, Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for St. Matthew Lutheran Church, that God would grant us His love, 
His peace and His joy as we seek to share His Good News with our community 
and with the world.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader: We pray for those who are hurting or hospitalized, especially… Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples 
and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of 
His divine life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 
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of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying:  

SANCTUS                                                                                                          LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                                             LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION  
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SPECIAL MUSIC    Lonely People (You Have a Friend in Jesus Christ) 
        Bruce and Amy Hunt 
 

537  Beautiful Savior 

 

 

 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 
Tune: Silesian, 19th cent.      Text and tune: Public domain 
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492  On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

 

 

 

 
Text: Josua Wegelin, 1604–40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873–1964, alt.    Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
Tune: Public domain 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord   LSB 164 

 

 

 

 

 
BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
                 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

        The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People:   Amen. 
. 
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493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing      V.1-4 
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Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.  Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110001353  Tune: Public domain 
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