
  

Confirmation Sunday 2026 
 

AS WE GATHER 

Today we rejoice in the confession of faith from this year’s 
confirmation class.  We give thanks that the Holy Spirit has called 
them by the Gospel, enlightened them with His gifts, and 
sanctifies and keeps them in the true faith through His gifts of 
Word and Sacrament. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN - Thy Strong Word   LSB 578 
v. 1-2,5-6 
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Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76  Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353   Tune: Public domain 

 
+ INVOCATION + 

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   1st John 1:8-9 
  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
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Pastor:  Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for you, and on the third 
day He was raised again to forgive all your sins and grant you eternal life. As a 
called and ordained servant of the risen Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

OPENING SCRIPTURES  -  THE SIX CHIEF PARTS 
 

1.  THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
Pastor:    God declared to you His covenant, the Ten Commandments   
People:   Which God commanded you to follow.   Deut. 4:13 
 

2.  THE APOSTLES CREED 
Pastor:   Go and make disciples of all nations,   
People:  Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

         Matthew 28:19 
3.  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor:   This, then, is how you should pray: 
People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.    Matthew 6:9 
 

4.  HOLY BAPTISM 
Pastor:   Repent and be baptized, everyone of you,      
People:  For the forgiveness of your sins.    Acts 2:38 
 

5.  THE OFFICE OF THE KEYS 
Pastor:   Jesus breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit,”   
People:  “If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven.” John 20:22-23 
 
6.  HOLY COMMUNION 
Pastor:   “Take eat, this is my body...Take drink, this is my blood.”    
People:  “Poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. “ Matthew 26:26-28
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HYMN OF PRAISE –  This is the Feast    LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. 
Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You 
promise, that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                Exodus 20:1-17 
      1And God spoke all these words, saying, 
 2“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery. 
 

 3You shall have no other gods before me… 
 7You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain… 
 8Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  
 12Honor your father and your mother… 
 13You shall not murder. 
 14You shall not commit adultery. 
 15You shall not steal. 
 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
    17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house;  
       You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, 
or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
  

THE EPISTLE        Romans 12:1-5 

      1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 
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     3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself 
more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according 
to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many 
members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5so we, though many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                          LSB 156 

 

 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                John 14:1-6 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I am 
going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
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     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
     

MESSAGE FOR THE CONFIRMATION CLASS  Mr. Greg Mueller, DCE 
 

SERMON HYMN -  The Church’s One Foundation      LSB 644, sts. 1-2, 4-5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt.      Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76     Text and tune: Public domain 

8 

THE SERMON  
 

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.) 
 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and 
catechized in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, 
“Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in 
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father 
who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and 
joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the 
gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R I do. 
  
P Do you renounce the devil, and all his works, and all his ways? 
R I do. 
  
P Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as confessed by the 

creeds and confessions of this church? 
R I do. 
  
P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of 

God? 
R I do. 
  
P Do you confess the doctrine of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, drawn from 

the Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be 
faithful and true? 

R I do. 
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P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 
R I do. 
  
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed 

to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 
R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer 
all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do. 
  
P Upon this, your profession of faith, I announce publicly that you are now 

confirmed members of St. Matthew Lutheran Church and of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod.    Receive the Lord’s Supper and participate with us in all the 
blessings of salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. 
  
 

Isabel Grace Kershaw 
Be still, and know that I am God.  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!
         Psalm 46:10 
 

Annabel Rose Mandle 
For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living 
water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.   Revelation 7:17 
 

Isaiah Joseph Schroeder 
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and 

help you;   I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.   Isaiah 41:10 
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Augustin Jay Spengler 
Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with 
you. He will not leave you or forsake you.     Deuteronomy 31:6 
 

Jack Alexander Terry 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.        John 3:16 
 

Sawyer Stephen VanKirk 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— not by works, so that no one can boast.    Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

P Let us pray. 
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in 
bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth 
to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of faith, they may 
continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good 
fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. Lord Jesus, you have called all of us to be students 
of Your Word.  Give us Your Holy Spirit, that we might study, learn and apply 
Your Word to our lives,  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for own church, St. Matthew Lutheran Church, that God would grant 
us His love, His peace and His joy as we seek to share His Good News with our 
community and with the world.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: Hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: We pray for those who are hurting or hospitalized, especially… Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:   It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day 
for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, 
who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has 
destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. 
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 
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SANCTUS                                                                                                          LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                                             LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  -  Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus        LSB 685 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.    Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353    Tune: Public domain 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN -  Thine Forever God of Love           LSB 687 

 

 
Text: Mary F. Maude, 1819–1913    Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752–1817   Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN -  Almighty God Your Word is Cast           LSB 577 

 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt.    Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London     Text and tune: Public domain 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
                 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

        The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People:   Amen. 

 
656  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
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Text: tr. Composite    Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546      Text and tune: Public domain 
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THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO SERVE 
 

Organ:     Katie Cobert and Eli Schroeder 
 

Song Leaders:    Sat:  Alex Barrows  Sun: Linda Tobin 
 

Camera:      Sat:  John Wollenburg Sun: Bruce Hunt 
 

PowerPoint:       Sat:  Deb Wollenburg Sun: Emma Schroeder 
 

Lay Assistant:       Sat:  Ken Brown  Sun: Jim Barrows 


