
  

Maundy Thursday 
AS WE GATHER 

The Hand of the Lord  Serves 

The Hands of Jesus save, heal, and deliver us from 
death and the devil. On the night He was betrayed, 
Jesus uses His hands to wash His disciples’ feet and 
give them the Lord’s Supper.  The Hands of the Lord 
are Serving Hands! 

 

OPENING HYMN-   Go To Dark Gethsemane    LSB 436 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854      Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901     Text and tune: Public domain 
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THE INVOCATION   

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation :   Amen. 
 

 + CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, 
People: We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 1st John 1:8 
 

Pastor: Without the shedding of blood, 
People: There is no forgiveness of sins.    Hebrews 9:22 
 

Pastor: The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
People: Purifies us from all sin.     1st John 1:7 
 

Pastor: He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
People: And for the sins of the whole world.   1st John 2:2 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 
Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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 + SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 

OPENING SCRIPTURES        JESUS COMES TO SERVE 

 

Pastor:   The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve 
People:   And give His life as a ransom for many.     Mark 10:45    

 

Pastor:   Who is greater, the one who reclines or the one who serves? 

People:  I am among you as One who serves.   Daniel  7:13-14 
 

Pastor:   Jesus, knowing that all things had been given into His hand, 
People:  And that He was returning to the Father,              
 

Pastor:    Rose from supper, took a basin of water, 
People:  And began to wash the disciples’ feet.   John 13:3-5 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor:     The Lord be with you. 
People:    And with thy spirit. 
  

Pastor: Let us pray.  O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a 
remembrance of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred 
mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may 
continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING           Exodus 12:1-7 
1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be for you 
the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell all the 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb 
according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household is 
too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the 
number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the 
lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from 
the sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this 
month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at 
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twilight.    7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts 
and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC  -  The Upper Room                 St. Matthew Choir  
 

 

EPISTLE                             1st Corinthians 11:23-26 
  

    23For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” 25In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL       John 13:3-11 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

   3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was going back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his 
outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5Then he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 
that was wrapped around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do 
you wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand 
now, but afterward you will understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You shall never wash 
my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 
9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
10Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his 
feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11For he 
knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
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Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ 
 

 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 

    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead,   
     and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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SERMON HYMN  -  The Lamb       LSB 547, v. 1-4 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953 
Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 

 
 

SERMON 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Almighty God, you have searched us and known us. You know when we lie 
down and when we rise up. You know our sins against You, even our secret 
sins are not hidden from Your presence.   We give you thanks and praise for 
sending your Son, the very Lamb of God, to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins 
and to redeem us with His blood.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Look with mercy upon those who are sick, those who grieve, and those who 
are hurting, especially…. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Prepare our hearts to receive our Savior, as He comes to us now in His body 
and blood. Forgive us our sins, known and unknown, and grant that we might 
grow in our knowledge of You, trusting in Your grace and living in Your 
wondrous love.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR  (From Luther’s Small Catechism) 

Pastor: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
People:  It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 

wine, instituted by Christ Himself, for us Christians to eat and to drink.  
 

Pastor:    What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?  
People:   These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us 

that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us 
through these words.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also 
life and salvation.    

 
 

Pastor: How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 
People:  Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words 

written here: “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These 
words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in the 
Sacrament. Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: 
“forgiveness of sins.” 

    

Pastor:    Who receives this Sacrament worthily?  
People:   Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that 

person is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words: 
“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” But anyone who does 
not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for 
the words “for you” require all hearts to believe. 
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PREFACE          

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of 
mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also 
might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the 
garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS        LSB 195 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 
the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 
 

PAX DOMINI       LSB 197 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI        LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

DISTRIBUTION  
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617      O Lord, We Praise Thee 
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619      Thy Body Given For Me, O Savior         

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 
Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
Tune: Public domain 
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637      Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord   

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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+THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR + 

Pastor: After the Last Supper, less than 24 hours remained in our Lord’s earthly life. 
Events moved rapidly: prayer in Gethsemane, betrayal by Judas, arrest, mock 
trial, painful beating, the trudge to Golgotha and execution. As His life was 
stripped from Him, so we strip our altar of the signs of comfort and life to 
symbolize His suffering and death. 

 

Pastor: Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the 
light of life and will never walk in darkness.” The events at Golgotha snuffed 
out the human life of Jesus, the Light of the world. As even creation was dark 
when He suffered, so we extinguish our candles and remove them. 

(The altar candles and candelabras are snuffed out and removed from the altar.) 
 

Pastor: Our offerings represent one way of serving God and others. They reflect 
God’s greatest offering to the world and to us in sending His Son, Jesus, in 
human form. As the offered body of Jesus was removed from sight in burial, 
so we remove our offerings. 

(The offering plates are removed from the altar.) 
 

Pastor: Service books guide our joyful worship life. Hymnals help us sing praises to 
God. As Jesus suffers, joy is not heard. As these sounds of joy are removed 
from our lips, we remove the missal stands and service books. 

(The missal stands and service books are removed from the altar.) 
 

Pastor: In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus’ offered Body and His shed Blood have been given 
to us in, with and under the bread and wine in this Holy Sacrament. As the 
body of Jesus was removed from us in the grave, so we remove the vessels of 
this Sacrament. 

(The vessels for Holy Communion are removed from the altar.) 
 

Pastor: Our altar and table are where our Lord Jesus serves us His heavenly banquet 
feast. The coverings are made of fine linen; material appropriate for feasting 
with our King. As our King’s body was stripped in crucifixion, so our altar and 
table are stripped of their coverings. 

(The altar linens are removed from the altar.) 
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The congregation departs in silence. 
Our service continues tomorrow, on Good Friday,  

with the  Service of Darkness at 6:30 PM. 
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