
  

The 4th Sunday of Easter 
I AM  -  The Good Shepherd 

 

AS WE GATHER 
The Risen Lord is our Good Shepherd, who calls us by 
name and makes us members of His flock through the 
waters of Holy Baptism.  Our Good Shepherd leads us to 
His eternal home—heaven,  “I give them eternal life and 
they shall never perish”  (John 10:28). 
 

740   I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, 1784, Leipzig 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

2 

+ INVOCATION + 

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 

OPENING SCRIPTURES  -  THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

Pastor:   The Lord is my Shepherd       
People:  I shall not want.      Psalm 23:1 
 

Pastor:   Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd,      
People:  I know my sheep, and my sheep know me.”  John 10:14 
 

Pastor:   Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me;  

People:  Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.   Psalm23:4 
 

Pastor:   I give my sheep eternal life, and they will never perish,   
People:  And no one can snatch them out of My hand.  John 10:27 
 

Pastor:   Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  
People:  And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Psalm 23:6 
 

Pastor:   Christ is risen!    
People:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!     
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   1st John 1:8-9 
  

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
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mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  

 
 
 

Pastor:  Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for you, and on the third 
day He was raised again to forgive all your sins and grant you eternal life. As a 
called and ordained servant of the risen Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. 
 

 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

KYRIE                     LSB 152 
 

Pastor:  In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of     
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 
pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE –  This is the Feast    LSB 155 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from 
death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear 
the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by name and 
follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING                                           Psalm 23 
1The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures.  He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul.  He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
 you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil;  my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC  -  The Shepherd Psalm                      St. Matthew Choir 

 

THE EPISTLE                   1st Peter 2:21-25 

21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was 
deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges 
justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like 
sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
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Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                          LSB 156 

 

 

 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                     John 10:11-18 
 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

        11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have 
other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, 
because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I 
lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to 
take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE NICENE CREED 
 

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead,   
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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710   The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 

 

 

 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, 1650, Edinburgh 
Tune: William Gardiner, 1770–1853 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

THE SERMON 
 

THE OFFERING  (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.) 
 

+ RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS + 
+ THE HOLY RITE OF CONFIRMATION+ 

 

Elizabeth, James and Lucas Funkhouser 
Madelyn Kress 

Aaron, Michelle, Bailey, and Oliver Ritter 
Kelly Tenney 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. Risen Lord and Savior, we give thanks to You that 
You are our Good Shepherd who loves us, cares for us, and rescues us from 
the power of death.  Help us to follow wherever You may lead us,  Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for all our members and families at St. Matthew. May there be a 
godly willingness to be led by the Good Shepherd as one flock in which all 
dwell together in love and unity.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We pray for those who are hurting or hospitalized, especially… Lord, in Your 
mercy,  

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE          
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:   It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day 
for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, 
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who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has 
destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. 
Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

SANCTUS                                                                                                         LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

   Our Father who art in heaven,  Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
   And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor:    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
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“Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor:   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  Amen. 
 

 
AGNUS DEI                                                                                             LSB 163 
 

 

 

 

 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
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864    Shepherd of Tender Youth 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170–c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821–90, alt. 
Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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550    Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Twila Paris, 1958 
Text and tune: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353 
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711    Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt.  Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68   Text and tune: Public domain 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord   LSB 164 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Pastor:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
                 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

        The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
People:   Amen. 
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540  Christ, the Word of God Incarnate sts. 1, 3–4, 6 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964    Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001353       Tune: Public domain 

Song Leaders:   Sat:   Joel Chapman 
                  Sun:  Noah Dolan and Vicki Dolan 

 

Organist:                Paul Madsen 
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