4th Sunday After Epiphany
Youth Sunday
AS WE GATHER
What is love? Everyone in our world today seems to have their own
definition of what love truly is, but which definition is correct? God
gives His definition of love in 1st Corinthians 13, “Love is patient, love is
kind...it keeps no record of wrongs.” (1st Cor. 13:4-5)
SPECIAL MUSIC - The Epiphany Song

St. Matthew Youth

+ DIVINE SERVICE 2 +
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
KYRIE

LSB 168

A

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

A

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

A
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all let us pray to the Lord.

A

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.

A

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

HYMN OF PRAISE – This is the Feast

LSB 171

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty
we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through
all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE OLD TESTAMENT READING

Jeremiah 1:4-10

4

Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and
before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 6Then I said, “Ah,
Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth.” 7But the Lord said to me, “Do not
say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you
shall speak.
8
Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the Lord.” 9Then the Lord put out
his hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me, “Behold, I have put my words in your mouth.
10
See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, to destroy
and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
THE PSALM
Pastor: In you, O Lord, do I take refuge;
People: Let me never be put to shame!

Psalm 71:1-6

Pastor: In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me;
People: Incline your ear to me, and save me!
Pastor: Be to me a rock of refuge,
People: To which I may continually come.
Pastor: You have given the command to save me;
People: For you are my rock and my fortress.
Pastor: Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked,
People: From the grasp of the unjust and cruel man.
Pastor: For you, O Lord, are my hope,
People: My trust, O Lord, from my youth.
Pastor: Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins;
People: Let them not have dominion over me!
Pastor: Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; you are he who took me from my mother's
womb.
People: And innocent of great transgression.
Pastor: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight,
People: My praise is continually of you.
People: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.
THE EPISTLE

1st Corinthians 12:31b-13:13

I will show you a still more excellent way.
1

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all I have, and if I
deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with
the truth. 7Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when the perfect
comes, the partial will pass away. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I
reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror dimly,
but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.

13

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA AND VERSE

THE HOLY GOSPEL
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Luke 4:31-44

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
31

[Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the
Sabbath, and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. 33And in the
synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice,
34
“Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are—the Holy One of God.” 35But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when
the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. 36And
they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he
commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37And reports about him went out into every place
in the surrounding region.
32

38

And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law
was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39And he stood over her and rebuked
the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them.
40

Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases
brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. 41And demons also
came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to
speak, because they knew that he was the Christ.
42

And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him
and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, 43but he said to them, “I must preach the
good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44And he
was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON HYMN - Son of God, Eternal Savior

St. Matthew Youth
LSB 842

Text and tune: Public domain

THE SERMON
THE OFFERING (Offering plates are located in the back of the church.)
+ RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS +
Gavin Dodd
HYMN OF WELCOME - The Church’s One Foundation

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 644, v. 1-2

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their
needs. For the Church on earth, that our heavenly Father would guard, protect, and guide it so that all
may know His grace and mercy, His power and might, and the salvation He has won in sending His Son in
the flesh, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For our congregation, St. Matthew Lutheran Church, that the Lord Jesus would be with us as we
follow Him in faithful growth and service, using our time, abilities, and energies to share the Gospel with
those disconnected from the church, and to encourage one another in love and works of mercy, let us
pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For those in need (especially…), that the Holy Spirit would visit, support, console, and restore
them to a full life of joy, health, and faithfulness, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People:

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been
hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In
Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
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THE DISTRIBUTION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN Take My Life and Let It Be

5 Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee,
Ever, only, all for Thee.

LSB 784

Text and tune: Public domain
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE – Thank the Lord
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN - Love in Christ is Strong and Living

LSB 706

Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110001353

POSTLUDE - Go My Children, With My Blessing

Jackson Lindley

I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus

Cantors: Sat: Vicki Lude
Sun: Cassie Berzins

Organist: Corinne Luckinbill
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