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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION     “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” LSB 702 
 
1. My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary 

Savior divine! 
Now hear me while I pray, Take all my guilt away 
O let me from this day, Be wholly thine! 

 
2. May Thy rich grace impart, strength to my fainting heart; 

My zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, Oh may may love to Thee 
Pure, warm and changeless be, A living fire! 

 
3. While life’s dark maze I tread, And griefs around me spread 

Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow’s tears away 
Nor let me ever stray, From Thee aside. 

 
4. When ends life’s transient dream, When death’s cold, sullen stream 

Shall o’er me roll, 
Blest Savior, then in love, Fear and distress remove 
O bear me safe above, A ransomed soul! 
 

 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.      1st John 1:8-9 
  

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal 

punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to 

the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Pastor: Upon this your confession...and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES – FAITH, HOPE & LOVE 

 

Pastor:    For we hold that one is justified by faith,  

People:  apart from works of the Law        Romans 3:28 
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Pastor:   Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

People:  This is what the ancients were commended for.     Hebrews 11:1-2 

 

Pastor:   For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

People:  Plans to give you hope and a future.           Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Pastor:   Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, 

People:  For He who promised is faithful.      Hebrews 11:23 

 

Pastor:   Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast.  It is not proud.  

People:  Love never fails.             1st Corinthians 13:4,8 
 

Pastor:   And now these three remain:  faith, hope and love. 

People:  But the greatest of these is love.           1st Corinthians 13:13 

 
 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY    LSB 156 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.   O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our ruler 

and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen.  
 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING            Isaiah 45:1-7 
 
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
    whose right hand I have grasped, 
to subdue nations before him 
    and to loose the belts of kings, 
to open doors before him 
    that gates may not be closed: 
2 “I will go before you 
    and level the exalted places,[a] 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
    and cut through the bars of iron, 
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 
    and the hoards in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
    the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
    and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 
    I name you, though you do not know me. 
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other, 
    besides me there is no God; 
    I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun 
    and from the west, that there is none besides me; 
    I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
7 I form light and create darkness; 
    I make well-being and create calamity; 
    I am the Lord, who does all these things.

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isa+45&version=ESV#fen-ESV-18564a
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EPISTLE                     1st Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, 

constantly mentioning you in our 

prayers, 3 remembering before our God and 

Father your work of faith and labor of love 

and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that 

he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to 

you not only in word, but also in power and in the 

Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You 

know what kind of men we proved to be among you 

for your sake. 

 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 

for you received the word in much affliction, with 

the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an 

example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 

Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the 

Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 

Achaia, but your faith in God has gone 

forth everywhere, so that we need not say 

anything. 9 For they themselves report concerning 

us the kind of reception we had among you, and 

how you turned to God from idols to serve the 

living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from 

heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who 

delivers us from the wrath to come. 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                               Matthew 22:15-22 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to 

entangle him in his words. 16 And they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, 

“Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the 

way of God truthfully, and you do not care about 

anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by 

appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 

lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, 

aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, 

you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the 

tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 And Jesus 

said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is 

this?” 21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to 

them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that 

are Caesar's, and to God the things that are 

God's.” 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And 

they left him and went away.

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH                  “Nicene Creed”   

 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible. 
  
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
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and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary  and was made man; and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again 

with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 

believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
HYMN  “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”                                           LSB 575 
 
 

1. My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness 
No merit of my own I claim 
But wholly lean on Jesus name. 
On Christ the solid rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand! 

 
2. When darkness veils His lovely face 

I rest on His unchanging grace 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale 
My anchor hold within the veil. 
On Christ the solid rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand! 
 
 

3. His oath, His covenant and blood, 
Support me in the raging flood; 
When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
On Christ the solid rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand! 
 

4. When He shall come with trumpet 
sound, 
Oh, may I then in Him be found 
Clothed in His righteousness alone, 
Redeemed to stand before His throne! 
On Christ the solid rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand! 

 

 
 

SERMON 
 

    Faith, Hope & Love 
 

We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 

love, and your endurance inspired by hope.   1st Thessalonians 1:3 

 

 

 

 

 
1. Faith Is Focused On The P_______ 

Brothers, I want to remind you of the Gospel I preached, which you received, and on which you have taken your 

stand…that Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures.   1st Corinthians 15:1,3,4 

 

 

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 

        1st Corinthians 15:17 
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2. Hope Is Focused On the F_________ 
Hope that is seen is no hope at all.  Who hopes for what he already has? 

        Romans 8:24 

 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never 

perish, spoil or fade-kept in heaven for you.   1st Peter 1:3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Love Is Focused On the P_________ 
Love is patient, love is kind…it keeps no record of wrongs.    

        1st Corinthians 13:4-5 

 

And now these three remain, faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love. 

        1st Corinthians  13:13 

 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Pastor: For our country and all nations of the earth. That God provide wisdom and faithfulness to leaders of 

government that people may live in peace and safety, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this congregation, St. Matthew Lutheran Church. That we receive the Word of God in true faith, 

rejoice daily in the hope of everlasting life, and live in greater love for one another, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the sick or injured, especially…Let us pray to the Lord.  

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For all who have gone before us with the sign of faith and now rest from their labors. That we may attain 

the eternal fellowship of heaven through God's grace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor:    Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 

 
 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit. 
 
P Lift up your hearts.  
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C It is good and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, because You have called us into a special community and 
gathered us at Your Table. Grant that we ever trust in the graciousness of Your plan for our lives and 
firmly cling to the glorious hope of eternal life in Your glorious presence. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS 
 

 

 

 

 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

P Let us pray… O Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You for having met us at Your Table and for 
having given us a foretaste of the feast to come through this blessed Meal. Send Your Holy Spirit that, 
having now received this Holy Sacrament, we walk with faith, connected to You and serving those 
around us with grateful hearts and joyful lives until that time when we are gathered around the blessed 
Table in Your heavenly kingdom to share in Your blessings for all eternity. This we ask through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION          Numbers 6:24–26                      

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.                     

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you T peace.    

C Amen. 
 
HYMN  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                                                 LSB 700 
 

 
 

 1.  Love divine, all love excelling, Joy of heav’n to earth come down! 
  Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies crown 
  Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou art 
  Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter every trembling heart. 
 
2.  Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit, Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
    Let us all in Thee inherit, Let us find Thy promised rest. 
  Take away the love of sinning, Alpha and Omega be; 
  End of faith as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty. 
 
3.  Come, Almighty, to deliver, Let us all Thy life receive; 
   Suddenly return and never, Nevermore Thy temple leave. 
  Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
  Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love.  

 
4.  Finish then Thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be; 
   Let us see Thy great salvation, Perfectly restored in Thee. 
  Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav’n we take our place, 
  Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 
 

 


